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Rule Summary 

West Texas A&M University (WTAMU) is committed to the humane and ethical treatment of 
vertebrate animals used in research, teaching and testing; and complies with all applicable 
federal, state and local laws, regulations, polices and guidelines. This rule applies to all 
employees and students who use vertebrate animals in research, teaching or testing. 

Rule 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

1.1 All vertebrate animals used in research, teaching or testing regardless of the funding
sources or whether the activity is funded, shall be provided humane care and treatment 
and falls within the scope of this rule. 

1.2 In addition to on-campus activities, this rule includes animal teaching, testing and 
research conducted: 

1.2.1 in the field by member faculty, students or staff; 

1.2.2 by member students at other institutions as part of the completion of a degree; 

1.2.3 at another institution as part of a joint contract; 

1.2.4 in off-campus activities involving a student as part of the completion of a 
course; 

1.2.5 in the teaching of member undergraduate and graduate courses; 

1.2.6 by graduate veterinarians for continuing education; or 

1.2.7 with client-owned animals participating in clinical research studies. 

1.3 A United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) registration or license will be 
obtained prior to performing any activity subject to the Animal Welfare Act. 

1.4 A Public Health Service (PHS) Animal Welfare Assurance (Assurance) from the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLA W) will 
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